“Farm Finds”
Challenge
Goes Virtual

ovid has changed our calendar of events - again!
We had already postponed our April 2020 Farm
Finds Creative Challenge three times. But this
time, instead of scrapping our Sept. 25, 2021 live
event, we're going virtual, with a little “live” thrown in.

What does this mean? Sadly, it does mean we’re not
having our usual festive reception at the Chester
Meetinghouse.

However, we're excited by the new possibilities. For
the first time, the remarkable silent auction creations
can be viewed by people all over the country. Bid-
ding will last for 10 days! Also, anyone who wants
to see these items up close can stop in at the Chester
Museum (see schedule).
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What IS the Farm Finds Challenge, you ask? In 2019,
when we rescued vintage farm equipment from a
vacant Chester property, we spotted dozens of 2-inch
perforated metal squares on the ground. Aha! Farm
Finds!

As with the past eight Creative Challenges based on
artifacts from Chester’s manufacturing history (hooks
from Brooks, knitting gauges from Bates, manicure
sticks from Bishop & Watrous, and even scraps from
discarded Meetinghouse red velvet stage curtains),
local artists, designers, jewelers and more take the
“challenge” to create unique and desirable items for a
silent auction to raise funds for the Historical Society.

To access the silent auction, enter...
virtualauction.bid/chestercthistoricalsociety or go to
our website at chesterhistoricalsociety.org.

Farm Finds Creative Challenge Schedule
Sun 9/26:10-4 Museum open for viewing items
Fri10/1: 5pm Online auction opens

5-8pm  Museum open for viewing & bidding
Sun 10/3:10-4 Museum open for viewing & bidding
Wed 10/6: 5-7 Museum open for viewing & bidding

Sun 10/10: 10-4 Museum open for viewing & bidding
4 pm Online auction ends

A 2-inch perforated metal square was the starting point for artists in this year’s annual Creative Challenge fundraiser. Once more, a simple foundation triggered the
imagination of local artists. A sampling (left to right) of their inspired art includes: (1)“/'ve looked at light from both sides now,” an 8-inch Epson archival print by Jan
Cummings Good; (2) “Country Habitat,” a 38-inch-tall handmade birdhouse by Maureen Olansen, owner of R.J. Herbery; (3) “A bag with many holes,” a Cowhide
leather and thread bag by Drew Archer, owner of Blackkat Leather; (4) “Vanadinite Squared,” a handcrafted necklace with 16 sterling silver chain by Donna Carlson.



Chester memories are best when shared with others
Here’s a few selections from the Society’s Oral Histories Collection

History is not just buildings, artifacts and old maps; history is the people who lived at that time.
Whether a native or a newcomer, we all have memories and stories of Chester—its hills, town center,
shops and events, schools and neighbors, etc. The Chester Historical Society has taped oral histories
for many years. Now, with current technology, we're finding methods to make this history more acces-
sible for all. History is really the present time, or as we like to say, Today is Tomorrow’s History. If we
do not collect and preserve those memories, those stories, then one day they will disappear forever. In
the meantime, we’ve collected nine excerpts from oral histories of past and present residents. Enjoy!

Geraldine Carini: During World War II, I was an airplane spotter. In the field next to the Larson
house on Goose Hill, up at the top near where the water company is, there was a little shack.
My cousin Alma [Doak] and I would go up, eight to twelve on Saturday mornings. We'd see
airplanes, and we had to identify them, and we would have to call in and say the direction they
were coming from and where they were going. P-51’s, [ remember. I can’t recall all of them now.
But we could identify them all! They didn’t have to be too low; we could still identify them. And
then we would have to man the phones in the report center, which was in the basement of the
old town office building.

Harold Jones, Jr.: As kids, we all swam in the Mill Pond, up at the corner of Deep Hollow, and we
played in the brook down through Great Brook, from there down towards the center. It depended
on what Bates’s shop was doing; sometimes the brook was yellow, sometimes blue, sometimes red.
Above the Mill Pond, Deuse’s shop, at the end of Deep Hollow—they had a bridge across the brook,
and right in the middle of that bridge, there was an outhouse! And that’s where the men used to go
to the bathroom, down in the brook. And there we were, swimming in the Mill Pond! Never thought
anything of it.

Debra Germini Calamari: I believe it was when I was in fifth grade when the band used to
play in the Memorial Day parade. Jack Brogan, the principal, had us practice every Friday as
soon as it got nice. We would practice marching, the whole band, down Ridge Road to High
Street, down West Main Street, to Robbie’s, to get an ice cream cone. We would practice our
formation, playing our music, looking at our music on our lyres, and making sure we were in
formation. We would stand nice and straight, and in line. Then we’d have our ice cream, and
we'd all march back up to the school. That’s what we had to do every week as soon as the
weather warmed up. When it was time to play in the Memorial Day parade, we were sharp!

Peg Lieberman: My father was a doctor. We moved to 68 Main Street, where I still live, in 1937.
You just walked through the house and went into his office. I thought that was really pretty cool,
because if it got crowded and there weren’t enough chairs, people had to sit on the steps going up-
stairs. I was probably about five or six. And often when I should have been in bed, I wasn’t, I was
chitchatting with everybody on the steps! [ remember him getting paid not with money, but with
eggs and food. It was just so much different. As a child of the doctor in town, [ thought it was ter-
rific! I wouldn’t have changed anything.




Nate Jacobson: I was in school the day of the ‘38 Hurricane. We had a lot of windows in the
study hall facing west. There were beautiful maple trees all the way along High Street and we
watched as the hurricane picked up one tree, laid it over, then the next one went over, they
looked like soldiers getting shot - one right after the other. I've never forgotten that. We didn’t
get out of school till 6 or 7 o’clock. The teachers had to walk us home. Julia Castelli walked us up
Goose Hill Road. I remember her stopping us and handing us over the wires that were sparking
on the pavement, so we didn’t touch the wires. She left me off at home and then went right on
up Goose Hill. God knows how long it was before she got home.

Betty Tremalgia: We did a lot of walking. Walk to school in the morning, go home for lunch, go
back from lunch, go home after school, go back downstreet, and we’d go to Robbie’s. I always had
a chocolate Coke, and we sat in the booths in the back. We used to have such a good time, just hav-
ing a Coke, and enjoying ourselves. Or an ice cream sundae. And then they had the First National,
A&P, and Zanardji’s store, so my mother would have me pick up stuff at the store.

George Ott: Milk was delivered to your house every day. Other days the ice man would come
by and the women would put a sign that said “ICE” in the window. Then he’d come in and see
how big your ice compartment was, and chip you off a hunk. That was a thrill to the local kids
because they’d go catch a couple ice chips. When the butcher came by and sounded his car
horn, boy, the whole neighborhood was there! He would take out his carving knife, and he’d
whack off pieces of that salami, or bologna or whatever it was. And one man would come by
once a week selling fresh fish. When he came into the yard he had a tin horn that he blew out
the window. We didn’t need a horn for one man who sold horseradish. I can remember him
coming up the road, and we always swore we could smell him coming, never mind hear him!
You could even order a suit of clothes without going out of your house.

Peggy Breslin: Feinsteins [the flatiron building at the corner of Main and West Main] was the place
to go for anything. We’d get our Keds over there, we went there for dungarees and boots. Every kid
had to have their name in their clothes because when we went to school everybody had the same
thing, so if it didn’t have your name in it you didn’t know whose you got. All the coats were alike, all
the boots were alike, mittens were alike. Oh, we used to be in Feinsteins all the time.

Robert Blair, Sr: (recalling the Depression) The government set up a little area where the peo-
ple that needed help could get flour, rice, Dinty Moore’s stew, and many of the people had to
avail themselves. Some of them didn’t have a car so they’d use a wheelbarrow. I can remember
this, to get flour. Mostly flour they wanted. And the government did help them to do that. They
didn’'t want welfare, the people didn’t, but they had to—there just was not work. But people
were pretty self-sufficient in the smaller towns, it wasn’t so hard. Because they burned wood,
and they had gardens, and they had good neighbors to help them. This was what kept them go-
ing. But it was a tough time.

As you can appreciate, oral histories are invaluable. But we can’t do it alone. We need your assistance
collecting stories, of any length, and sending them to us. We’'ve put how-to ideas on our website,
chesterhistoricalsociety.org, to start the process. We invite you to take a look, then reflect!



Honoring Judge Constance Baker Motley at 100 by Marta Daniels

anniversary of Constance Baker Motley (1921-

2005), a pioneering civil rights attorney and dis-
tinguished federal judge whose 60-year legal career
dramatically shaped U.S. history in civil rights, women’s
rights and American jurisprudence. She was also our
Chester neighbor for 40 years, beginning in 1965.

S eptember 14, 2021 marked the 100th birthday

Her centennial offers an occasion to celebrate her life
and legacy. September is also CT Freedom Trail month
and a good time to visit the Constance Baker Motley Pre-
serve on her former Chester property, now a CT Free-
dom Trail heritage site.

Motley’s home on Cedar Lake Road, purchased in 1965,
was seasonal, used for family weekends, holidays and
vacations. She arrived here as Manhattan’s Borough
Council President, and in 1966 became a federal judge
in the Southern District of NY—a historic first for an Af-
rican American woman. For the next 39 years, Chester
residents knew her only as “the Judge from New York”
But Motley’s earlier, extraordinary contributions to the
American Civil Rights movement had been under-rec-
ognized, eclipsed by her judicial achievements, and ob-
scured by historical circumstances and judicial caution.

Between 1954 and 1963, Motley spent nine tumultuous
years in the Deep South, helping dismantle a century of
brutal Jim Crow segregation and racial inequality. The
first female staff attorney for the NY-based NAACP Legal
Defense and Education Fund (LDF), she was recruited in
1946 (just out of Columbia Law School), and mentored
by LDF founder and director, Thurgood Marshall.
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Coretta Scott King, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Constance Baker Motley at the
August 1965 Southern Christian Leadership Conference Convention honoring
Rosa Parks in Montgomery, AL. Constance Baker Motley gave the convention’s
keynote address.

After the Supreme Court’s 1954 landmark decision
Brown v. Board of Education outlawed segregated public
schools, Motley cut a 9-year path through 11 Deep South
states, enforcing Brown, triggering integration in hun-
dreds of schools in each state. Imperiling her own life,
she became “the face in the courtroom,” the first Black
female attorney to argue inside a southern courthouse.

“I rejected the notion that my race or sex would bar
my success in life.” Constance Baker Motley

Famous among her school cases were the 1957 Arkan-
sas “Little Rock Nine,” the 1962 James Meredith ad-
mission to the University of Mississippi, and the 1963
University of Alabama desegregation battle against seg-
regationist Governor George Wallace who “blocked the
schoolhouse door”

Attorney Motley also participated in every major civil
rights campaign, from the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott (where she helped Rosa Parks), to Dr. King’s 1957
Albany, GA Movement (serving as his attorney), to the
1959 Lunch-Counter Sit-Ins, and the 1961 Freedom Rid-
ers (where she helped John Lewis).

“In the heart of the American South, during the early
days of the Civil Rights Movement in the late ‘50s and
‘60s, there were only two lawyers that made white
segregationists tremble and gave civil rights work-
ers hope—Constance Baker Motley and Thurgood
Marshall.”

Congressman John Lewis,

after Judge Motley’s death

Her most significant civil rights success was winning
reinstatement of 1,100 school children—arrested and
expelled for peacefully marching during Dr. King’s 1963
Birmingham Desegregation Campaign. According to his-
torians, her legal victory marked a turning point for a
flagging Civil Rights movement, leading directly to the
massive turnout in the August 1963 March on Washing-
ton. When Dr. King gave his “I Have a Dream” speech, At-
torney Motley was on stage with him—by special invita-
tion.

While Motley argued 200 civil rights cases, including 10
before the U.S. Supreme Court (the first Black woman to
do so), newspapers and history books rarely highlighted
her participation or legal achievements.

In contrast, her 39 years on the federal bench (1966-
2005) generated frequent headlines. Her decisions



increased access rights of women, humane treatment of
prisoners, rights of workers, justice for litigants in un-
fair trade practices, and women's equality in employ-
ment and pay equity. Her 1978 post-World Series ruling
that female reporters must be admitted to major league
sports locker rooms earned Motley a lasting national
moniker—“The Baseball Judge.”

Her judicial career coincided with her life in Chester,
which was quiet, private and devoted to family. She also
enjoyed town events and patronized Chester businesses.
Through her longtime friend Barbara Delaney, she be-
came actively involved with the Chester Historical Soci-
ety as a founding Trustee in 1970, and then Life Member.

During her Chester time, Motley received 33 Honorary
Doctorate degrees, the Presidential Citizen’s Medal, and
inductions into the National and Connecticut Women's
Hall of Fame. Upon her death in 2005, her legal work
was praised by Supreme Court Justices and three Presi-
dents. Her 2005 NY Times obituary noted “In case after
case, she earned a reputation as the chief courtroom tac-
tician of the Civil Rights movement.”

In her honor, the Chester Land Trust created the
Constance Baker Motley Preserve on Motley’s former
land in 2017. In 2018 the State of Connecticut designat-
ed both the Preserve and Motley’s 1745 home (now pri-
vately owned) a CT Freedom Trail “Heritage Site,” one of
only 144. Adding to the Preserve in 2020, the Land Trust
built the popular “Little Rock Nine” half-mile hiking trail,
memorializing Motley’s famous school case.

In 2019 the Chester Historical Society mounted a per-
manent exhibit about Motley in the Museum at The Mill,
and produced Champion for Justice, a PowerPoint pro-
gram for schools and civic groups. In 2020 the Society
established the Constance Baker Motley Archive, and
produced a YouTube video, Constance Baker Motley in
Chester, 1965-2005 in honor of her 100th birthday.

“Racism has not been eradicated and will follow
us and bewilder us into the century.”
“Equal Justice Under Law”
Constance Baker Motley Autobiography, 1998

During Freedom Trail Month, i IARgIH k]
residents are encouraged to
watch the new video, peruse the
museum’s Motley exhibit, visit the
Land Trust’'s Preserve, and hike
the “Little Rock Nine” trail.
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Constance Baker Motley offers

inspiration in challenging times. 331 mE:T1 1"

Marta Daniels is Chester Historical Society’s curator of
the Constance Baker Motley Archive.

New 2021 Exhibits at Museum

There’s always something new, a good reason to visit (or
revisit) Chester Museum at The Mill. Our 2021 special
exhibit, Before the Vote; Ahead of their Time, features in-
dependent Chester women (1870-1920) who entered the
workplace, opened a business, became a missionary, etc.
before they became eligible to vote with the passing of
the 19th Amendment in 1920. The exhibit also showcases
dresses and posters from that era.

The second floor now has an expanded exhibit of the Rus-
sell Jennings Manufacturing Co. that shipped its unique
augers worldwide. Admission is free. The museum is
open Sundays 10 am to 4 pm through October.



Civil War Letters Discovered; Book and Play to Follow

In 1863, at age 28, Willis Ayers of Chester volunteered
to join the 20th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry. "My
family wasn't happy, but it was the right thing to do, and
besides, we didn't want the war to end before we had a
chance to do anything."

The letters Willis wrote from the battlefield to his young-
er sister Nancie (pictured) back in Chester, along with
the letters Nancie wrote Willis, were saved in a trunk
and recently discovered by their Chester great-great-
grandnephews Rob and Tom Miceli.

Rob and Tom’s book of their letters will be published by
the Historical Society this fall. In addition, Tom and Lol
Fearon developed a two-person dramatization of the let-
ters to be produced on the Chester Meetinghouse stage
in November. A grant from the Community Foundation
of Middlesex County will help fund this project. Details
and dates will be available through the Society’s website
this fall.

Our Newest Book

“Ephemera”

designed by Jan Cummings & Peter Good

Filled with images of Chester
ephemera from our archives

What is “ephemera”? All the delightful calling cards,
letters, broadsides, trade cards, tickets, invitations and
other printed material and photos from the past
centuries that help tell the history of our town. This
book is fascinating and beautiful! See for yourself -
copies are now available in Chester Museum at The Mill
or at Lark. Price is $20, $18 for members.

Society adds members;
elects new Trustees

We are very pleased to report that our membership
(next page) has increased for the 9th consecutive
year and included 272 memberships at the end of
our June-to-May membership year. Most people
have already renewed, with only a few outstanding.

Since June, we have welcomed the following new
members: Cindy & Gary Stevens, Patrick McGan-
non, Rosemary Blair, David Kelsey and William
Brainerd.

Like to join? We’ve included a membership form to
clip or copy on the last page.

At our June Annual Membership Meeting, we
recognized the contributions of Bruce Watrous
as he completed two terms as a Trustee. Two new
Trustees, Al Cuneo and Julie Blundon Nash, were
elected to serve 3-year terms.

Funding for the mailing of this
newsletter provided by Essex
Savings Bank and Essex Financial
Services as part of their
Community Investment Program.




Individual

Yolande Ahlberg
Debbie Alldredge
Sosse Baker

Dale Bernardoni
Frances Bertelli

Susan Bird

Margaret Breslin

Jane Deuse Cable

Tim Catlson

Samuel Chorches

Will Clark

Francine Curto
Elizabeth M. D’Amato
Robert Dona

Helene Ferrari

TLauren Gister

Jane Gordon
MarieAnne Parodi Heft
Charley Hnilicka

Jane Bance Homick
Carol Horvath

Patricia Kosky
Dorothy Lavezzoli
Edward Leffingwell Jr.
Tedd Levy

Diane Lindsay

Paul W. Manning

Tom Marshall

Trudy Marth

Madaline Meyer

David Nelson

Betsy Watrous Pasinella
Bettie Perreault
Charles Priest
Dorinda A. Rulle

H. Peter Satagaj

Judith Lynde Schondorf
Robert Smith

Wialter J. Smith

Sharon Soja

Katrla Tessitore

Ruth Thayer

Elizabeth Tremalgia
Erica Udoff

Louise R. VanHaverbeke
Nancy Watkins

Daisy Watrous

Anne Winslow

Household

Eric & Ginny Anderson

Peter Auster & Lisa Wahle
James & Marian Bairstow

Paul & Wendie Barbarino
Bonnie & John Bennet

Robert Blair & Kris Pollock
Karen Booth & Patrick Ahlberg
Donna & Rick Catlson, Jr.
Virginia Carmany & Issac Ruiz
Ernie & Pam Cartier

Edward & Gail Castelli

Diana Castelli

Ted & JoAnna Chapin

Sherry & Herb Clark

Lori Ann & Frederick Clymas
Sam Cooper

Alan & Ginny Cuneo

The Dalterio Family

Dama Demanche

Emelia DeMusis & Stephen DeBenedet

Chester Historical Society

Membership Year Ending May 30, 2021

Kristen DiErrico & Hans Lohse
Lol & Charlene Fearon

Richard Fensky & Elaine LaFlair
Joseph & Charlotte Forst

Mark & Judith Getchell

Ivey Gianetti & John Williams
Roger & Elizabeth Goodnow
Elizabeth Gourlay & Matthew Griffiths
Edward Grzybowski

Coe & Carol Hawkins

Richatd & Patricia Holloway
Robert & Mary Humpage

Ted Hyneck

Joel & Susan Jacobson

Erik & Constance Johannessen
Laurel & Scott Johnson

Linda & Harold Jones Jr.
Randy, Beth & Emily Judd
Gerald & Mary Kelly

John & Wendy King

David & Diane Kukta

Steve & Linda Desnoyers Mandel
Kenneth Maxwell & Arlene Tunney
Pam & Doug McAvay

Allan Mehlberg & Spruce Roden
Steven & Kathryn Merola

Ann Monaghan & Family

Gil & Susan Morong

Richard & Jean Morrow
Richard & Lorraine Morrow
Charles & Susan Murphy

G.R. & Julie Nash

Louis & Katrin Nashelsky
Christine Palm & James Baker
Charles & Jo Anne Park

Dawn Patker

Brandon & Elizabeth Pearce
Don & Kiristen Perreault

Kim & Kathy Price

John & Jennifer Rannestad

Jim & Marie Ready

John & Kendra Remington
Cookie & Fred Robertson
Eileen Schetber & Family
Chatles & Denise Schiller

John & Lisa Schroeder

Richard & Carol Anne Seaman
Richard & Elaine Sevigny

The Shortz Family

James B. Silliman

Kelley & Scott Smith

Laird & Toni Smith

Tom & Renee Smith

Jacqueline Stack & Mark Riggio
Van & Barbara Standke

Alex & MaryAnn Stein
Elizabeth Watrous Stopa
Richard & Leslie Strauss

Eileen Sypher & John Yrchik
Jan & Ted Taigen

Melody & Philip Tierney

Sally & Peter Tiezzi Jr.

Gordon & Claudia Van Nes
Gilbert & Patricia Veconi
Roseann Ventimiglia & Seth Fidel
Dave & Margo Viggiano

Skip & Margaret Weisenburger
Tom & Dianne Wetmore
Ronald & Lois Wickson
George & Patty Winter

Sue & Bob Wisner

Peter & Jane Zanardi
Burgi & Leo Zavatone

Benefactor

Debra Alberts & John Murphy

John & Janice Benda

Joyce Christy Birtcher

Ms. Spencer Boyd & George Bradley

Tom Brelsford

Edward & Debra Calamari

Monsignor James P. Carini

Geraldine Carini-Garcia

Arthur Christianson

Jewel Christy

Audrey Conrad

Dan David

Bjorn de Carro & Patrick Kullenberg

Nancy & David Devens

Barbara & Bob Fraser

Cynthia Glacken & Fritz Jellinghaus

Geoffrey & Carol Jacobson

Helene Johnson

Michael & Joosje Jordan

Mitchell Koslawy

Sally & Douglas LaFaille

Virgil & Jean Lloyd

Ed & Peg Mechan

Jean Mulford

Russ & Deb Munson

Arthur H. Napier 111 &
Barbara-Jan Wilson

Lance Parker Family

Michael & Susan Peck

Joan & Craig Phillips

Sandy & Deedee Prisloe

Paul & Dawn Radicchi

Janice Catlisle & Joseph Roach

Mark Rohlfs

Hila & Saul Rosen

Lynne Stiles & Henry Krempel

Patti Anne Vassia

Wayne Wahala & Lisa Gauthier

Yenowich Sisters

Theresa Zwart-Ludeman &
Charles R. Sperry

Life

Randy & Chris Allinson

Ray & Liz Archambault

Thomas & Kathleen Archambault
Albert Armington

Gil & Anne Bartlett

Phyllis Bevington

Thomas & Marianne Bladek

Lary Bloom

Bill Bonfanti & Madeleine Winans
Mark Borton & Francine Cornaglia
Dominick & Stacy Bosco

David Brooks

Gregory Cook

Michael & Felise Cressman

John W Dalton

Marta Daniels

Keith Dauer & Sandy Senior-Dauer
Deb Dembo

Elise Piquet-Doll

Gerry & Cynthia Dubey

Shitley Feldmann

Henry & Britt Flanagan

Mary & Bryant Frank

Sonya Gill & Victor LaBarre

Jill Gladding

Peter & Jan Good

Robert & Lynda Gorman

Alva G. Greenberg

Mark & Cheti Ferrari Habersang

Jon Claude Haines

Monique Hanson

Karen & Jamie Hart

Martin L. Heft

Kurt & Marion Watrous Henstorf

Leni Herschman

Elizabeth Hubbard

Skip & Karen Hubbard

Thomas & Cheri Hubbard & Family

Cary Hull & Al Malpa

Mrs. Edward C. Hull

Nathan & Geraldine Jacobson

Kathryn Watrous Jones

Jon & Doreen Joslow

Pauline Kaplan

Mrs. Jenny Kitsen

Steve & Ann Kitteredge

Jules & Kathleen Kranich

Gregg & Laurie-Rae Lallier

Pam Larson

Robert & Stacey Lewis

Carol LeWitt

D. Leonard Lieberman

Lorraine Lieberman

Margaret Licberman

Donald MacDermid

Jess Maghan & Peter Walker

Robert Miceli

Christopher Moore

Deborah Morrow

Joel Motley I1I

William Myers

Martin & Lois Nadel

Christine Nelson & Michael Conklin

Jil Nelson

Chatrles G. Nessler Jr.

Michael Oppenheimer &
Donna Tuths

Matt & Eileen Ouelette

Sandra Davis Owen

Donald & Katherine Paulson

Jo-Ann & Michael Price

Robert Radicchi

Glenn & Peg Reyer

Jeff & Holly Ridgway

Peter Salovey & Marta Elisa Moret

Michael & Sally Sanders

Arthur & Judith Schaller

Rick & Terry Schreiber

Dr. Kim Senay

Joel Severance

John & Kimberly Stack

Paul & Anna Shubik Sweeney

Justine Tobis

Marty Travis

William Vollers

BJ & Corry Watrous

Bruce & Beverly Watrous

Christopher & Kelly Watrous

Lynn Weymer

Whitelaw & Margaret Wilson

Virginia Winans

Victoria Winterer

Ron & Suzie Woodward

James Zanardi

Richard & Joan Ziemann
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Membership Form — Join with us in preserving and sharing Chester’s unique history
Now 51 years old, Chester Historical Society is an independent, all-volunteer organization that is apart from
the Chester Town Budget. We depend upon membership dues, an Annual Appeal, and grants to collect and
preserve Chester rich history and find creative ways to share its story and its people with the community.

To encourage participation, our museum and our public programs are all admission free.

In addition to supporting our mission, your membership includes: advance notice of events / activities; periodic
e-newsletters; 10% museum store discount to purchase books, videos, postcards and historic maps.

O Special... I am a new member — please extend my initial annual membership through June 2023.
O I wish to renew my annual membership through June 2022

Membership Level:  Individual $20 Household $30  Benefactor $100

Name(s):

Mail Address: City St Zip

email: Phone:
Note: Your email address is important as our primary source of informing our members of Society activities and events.
We do not share your info, including email address, with others.

Mail this form and a check to: Chester Historical Society, P.O. Box 204, Chester, CT 06412



